1155 Walnut Street, Berkey, Calif. 
July 28, 1965 


Los Angeles Times Editor 
Times-Mirra@ Square 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Editor: 


Your editorial (July 27) hails 27 UCLA students providing 
tutorial service at a farm labor camp in Kern County as 
"a refreshing change from the spectacles provided by some 
students on the Berkeley campus." 


You might like to join me in applauding some recent "spectacles" 
at Berkeley supported by hundreds of students concerned with 
winning equal rights for farm workers. These students used their 
free speech rights to educate the university community that the 
giants of corporate agriculture who dominate the Board of Regents 
and the campus built their power on the exploitation and misery 
of farm workers. 


Without the benefit of anti-poverty funding, these students 
attacked the root causes of California's massive rural poverty. 
They revealed that the powers fighting the students were the 
same as those fighting the demands of farm workers for a mini-~ 
mum wage, for unemployment insurance, for collective bargaining 
rights, and other social legislation. enjoyed by other workers. 


Our Citizens for Farm Labor committee welcomed their support 

in picketing and testifying in Fresno at the Industrial Welfare 
Commission hearing. Buttressed by the testimony of students 
currently working in the fields, they presented cogent and 
shocking testimony onthe substandard pay and conditions of women 
and minors in farm work. These are no ivory tower scholars. 


When the term ended, Berkeley stuwlents left to live and work in 
the farm areas: some among Mississippi farm workers, now on strike, 
and some in California's valley of misery. They are unpaid volun- 
teers in the war against our blue sky sweatshops, and their idealism 
is refreshing - and largd@yunpublicized. Most recently they joined 
in the protest march to Visalia, to protest rent increases at two 
farm labor camps of one-room tin shacks, The mood of protest has 
spread to fellow-students from Wyoming, Kansas, and local areas. 
Faced with substandard wages, houding, and working conditions, 
student workers have staged sit-downs, walk-offs, and protest 
marches. We hope the "student revolt" spread to the fields will 
spark the drive to unionize the farm workers. 

Saeretaape?» 


